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LORD Allen, General 
Secretary of USDAW. 


ADA Maddocks, 
Officer, NALGO. 


BILL Keys, General Secre- 
tary of SOGAT. 


NEW SERIES PRICE 5p 


nion personalit 


LEN Murray, General 
Secretary of the TUC, 
adds his name to. the 


petition book. 


THE General Council 
of the Trades Union 
Congress has thrown 
its weight behind The 


Spastics. -Sociéty’s 
nationwide ‘Save a 
Baby’ campaign, and 
the pictures on_ this 
page show influential 
members — led by 
General Secretary Mr 
Len Murray — signing 


the campaign petition. 

The petition calls on 
the Government to 
take immediate action 
to reduce the number 


JOHN Boyd, General 
secretary of the AUEW (E). 


Ae 


TERRY Parry, Chairman of the Social 
Insurance and Industrial Welfare Commit- 
tee, and Marie Patterson, Chairman of the 
Women’s Advisory Committee. 


of babies born dead or 
handicapped in the UK. 

As well, Mr Len Murray 
has appealed for wide- 
spread support throughout 
the Trade Union move- 
ment. In a letter to the 
General Secretaries of all 
affiliated organisations, Mr 
Murray asks them to assist 
in collecting signatures for 
the petition: 

He points out in his 
letter that not-only is the 
rate of infant and perinatal 
mortality in Britain higher 
than in most other com- 
parable _ industrialised 
countries. but that “the 


KEN Gill, General. Secre- 
tary of the AUEW (TASS). 


CLIVE JENKINS, General Secretary of ASTMS; Terry Duffy, President 
of the AUEW (E); and Albert Spanswick, General Secretary of COHSE, 
and Chairman of the TUC Health Services Committee. 


birth of a dead or handi- 
capped baby is more likely 
in families of unskilled 
workers than those of pro- 
fessional and managerial 


‘workers.’ 


And he stresses that ‘the 
campaign is calling for 
Government action similar 
to. that - pressed by the 
General Council. on the 
Secretary of » State for 
Social Services in the past 
year. The TUC has op- 
posed the transfer of re- 
sources from maternity 
care to other sections of 
the NHS, and has asked 


Cont. on page 11 


Willis, 


TUC 
Deputy General Secretary. 


NORMAN 


The 
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& SERVICE 


For further information about these and 


other items for the disabled please contact: 


Newton Aids Lid 


Dept N3/SN 2AConway Street London W1P5HE 


Telepnone 01-580 4218 


SN Octl3 
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While visiting Brighton to 
give the opening address at 
the RADAR conference 
on ‘Disability in the 
Family,’ Mr Alf Morris, 
MP, Minister for the Dis- 
abled, also toured the 
Naidex exhibition. He 


stopped at the British Gas . 


stand to receive cheques 
totalling more than £4,600 
on behalf of the Disabled 
Living Foundation. The 
money was raised jointly 
by British Gas and Marks 


he 
and Spencer Ltd from 


cookery promotions  or- 
ganised earlier this year. 

Picture shows Mr Morris 
with Mrs B. J. Banham, 
Director of the Disabled 
Living Foundation. 

Accepting the cheques, 
the Minister said, “I am 
especially glad that the 
Disabled Living Founda- 
tion is receiving this cheque 
since no organisation has 
done more to improve the 
quality of life of disabled 
people.” 


New ideas galore at 
biggest ever show 
for disabled 


THIS year’s NAIDEX emphasised once again that 
the disabled person is not a patient who needs 
looking after but a useful member of the com- 
munity, deserving practical support in his desire 
to lead as normal a life as possible. 


NAIDEX, the annual 
national exhibition of 
aids for the disabled, 
was held in Brighton 
in September. Spread 
out over three large 
exhibition halls, it was 
the largest event of its 

' kind ever to be held in 
Britain. 

There were more than 
130 stands, showing a range 
of items from housing for 
wheelchair users to go-carts 
for handicapped children 
and examples of craftwork 
which can be used to sup- 
plement a homebound per- 
son’s income. 

Other aids to indepen- 
dence included 


vehicles 


adapted for drivers with all 
types of handicap, a range 
of toys for disabled child- 
ren, inflatable bathroom 
lifting gear and grab rails, 
and kitchen equipment 
which can be tailored to in- 
dividual requirements. 

An increasing’ variey of 
electronic gadgetry is also on 
the market which helps the 
severely disabled to control 
their immediate surroundings 
and communicate with others. 
This includes a panel with a 
moving light which ‘con- 
verses’ in Bliss Symbols. 

NAIDEX attracted a large 
number of disabled visitors 
and a special shuttle coach ser- 
vice was organised for them 
by the Not Forgotten Associa- 
tion between Brighton Rail- 
way Station and the exhibition. 


_Ifyoure 57orunder 
ERC. ia m 


and severe 


5 or over. 


If you are aged 57 or 
under (i.e. if you were born 
after 13 January1921) you 
should claim Mobility 
Allowance now. 

Claims can also be 
made for children aged 


This is a benefit to 
help severely disabled 
people who are unable 
(or almost unable) to walk. 
It is up to you how 
you use the Mobility 
eAllowance to help you get 
about. The allowance is 
worth £10-a-week. 
Fill in the coupon so 
that we can send you leaflet 


NI.211 which includes a claim 


form and tells you more Clai f d 557 
‘about the scheme. Or you alm! NOW Tor anyone aged'a-o/. 
can ask at your local Social cc Mobility Allowance Unit, DHSS, Norcross, Blackpool FY sm | 
Secu rity office. Please send me a copy of leaflet NI.211 about MobilityAllowance, | 
| Name{Mr/Mrs/Miss). | 

| Address 

1 | 

| | 

B Postcodes nk Se RR Aen eet 

f j Remember only claims for those aged 5- BT can be accepted now. j 

} Others under pension age will qualify later. An announcement about | 

pore aged up to 58 will be made in September. MOBU./ ee 


Ksued by the Department of Health and Social Security. 


- Canada, 


“NAIDEX. The 


' the 


Held in Brighton in con- 
junction with the exhibition 
was the Second European Con- 
ference of Rehabilitation Inter- 
national, organised by the 
Royal Association for Dis- 
ability and Rehabilitation. 


Speakers 


The theme was ‘Disability 
in the Family’ and taking part 
were speakers from 16 Euro- 
pean countries, America, 
India, Hong Kong, 
Israel and Peru. On the first 
day, 11 papers were presented 
from representatives of Euro- 
pean governments on the con- 
ference theme, starting with 
an address by Mr Alf Morris, 
MP, Britain’s Minister for the 
Disabled. 

The second day of the con- 
ference was devoted to semi- 
nars on congenital disability, 
spinal injuries, blindness, 
deafness and information and 
communication. There was 
also a special seminar for 
occupational therapists and 
the International Cerebral 
Palsy Society took the oppor- 
tunity of holding its -Annual 
General, Meeting while many 
international © experts were 
gathered together. ; 

Topics covered on the third 
day included transportation, 
sexual problems of the dis- 
abled, the myo-electric 
(‘bionic’) hand, and. housing. 

The conference ended with 
round. table discussion cen- 
tring on the Charter for the 
1980s, which aims at estab- 
lishing priorities in prevention 
and rehabilitation in the next 
decade. 


Three-way 
comfort 


THE Hassa Home Care bed 
and commode were among the 
many useful items on show at 
bed. — a 
domestic version of the Nesbit 
Evans profiling hospital bed— 
allows the occupant to adjust 
his own position by use of a 
lever from prone to reclining 
or ug# ght. 

The bed is counterbalanced 
so that it uses the weight. of its 
occupant to aid the lifting: pro- 
cess. Because of the support it 


gives behind the thighs it 
lessens the risk of pressure 
sores. As the backrest rises, 


the seat section sinks nearer 
floor, thus making it 
easier to get out of bed. 

The Hassa commode has a 
seat whose height can be 
adjusted to be on a level with 
the bed. It has hinged .arm- 
rests and wide spaced feet for 
extra stability. 

The bed costs £137 and the 
commode £89, both prices 
excluding VAT: 

Further details from. J. 


Nesbit-Evans and Co Ltd, 
Wednesbury, * West Midlands 
WS10 7BL. 


Successful 
show for 
Newton 


MANY of the wheelchairs 
on show at the Newton 
Aids stand were made at 
The Spastics Society’s 


Meadway Works in Birm- — 


ingham.. The stand attrac- 
ted a great deal of interest 
from. visitors to NAIDEX 
and on the second day of 
the exhibition Newton sales 


representative Nick Green — 


told Spastics News that he 
had done a_ brisk trade 
already. 

Much admired was the ultras 
lightweight manual wheelchair, 
weighing just 30lb. A _ video 


film-show on the stand demon- 


, Strated to visitors how quickly 


and easily the chair can be 


stripped for transport or stor-— 


age and folded into a pages 
shape.- ~ 


Picture above - shows - the 


_ ultra-lightWeight chair in use, 


Further details from Newton 


Aids, 2A Conway Street, Lon-_ cS 


don WIP SHE. 


Child-size 
furniture 


THERAMED Ltd were 
showing at Naidex a Swe- — 


dish designed range of 
special wooden furniture 
for handicapped children. 
Tables and chairs are made 
in four sizes, catering for 
an age range of one to 10. 
They: have easily washed 
surfaces and are adjustable 


in height, and accessories — 


such as arm-rests and anti- 
tilting supports for the 
chairs are also supplied. 

Prices of the tables range 
from £55.33 for the 1-3 
year age group to £56.21 
for eight to 10 year olds. 
Chairs cost between £32.15 
and £37.39, 


Further details _ from 


Theramed Ltd, PO Box 20, 
Alton, Hants. 
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_ For Bill Howe who used to live in a hospital ward . .. 


_ Heaven’ is a neighbourly home 


j 2 
= 


~ in Camberwell 


210 some people the Stars Organisation for Spastics’ Good Neighbours 
_ House in South London is an interesting experiment in community rela- 


It is a message he gets across laboriously, struggling to communicate 


_ in the only way he knows how — pointing a toe at his word board. 


Bill is the first mute 
spastic to make his voice 
heard through writing a 
book. There had — been 
books by spastics before 
Bill’s ‘Crossed Wires’ was 
published some years ago 
but they had all come 
from articulate, educated 
spastics whose intelligence 
had been recognised and 
potentials developed. Bill 
by contrast, spent 35 years 
in an institution and it was 
only through the help of a 
staff nurse who recognised 
his intelligence that he was 


taught to read and write. or : : : 
e Liz had been matron of the Neighbours House, the residential centre for spastics 


Now he has been at | (0 aon Homes for the pee oak : 
Good Neighbours House  ,_, derly for 18 years when she which is integrated into a South London Housing scheme. 


us two years and says: ‘I ‘retired’ in 1974 to run the 
didn’t know I could be so hotel. ‘I was a very young 
happy.’ All those years ina = mairon,’ she pointed out. Her 
dismal dormitory - ward retirement lasted just 10 
have been replaced by his months. ‘I am a Northern Ire- 
own den, a room filled land woman but 1 had ppene 
with Bill's bits amd pieces, (NW! 20 yarn London ae 
including expensive stereo Sr an the RAF. and I got 
~ equipment, four gold-fish four hours warning to get out. 

® Liz Mitchellmore-Hawkins, the centre’s manager, with and a cat. On the side of On paper. of course. I am 
2 ee his chair Bill carries the = entitled to compensation — 

her son Adrian, daughter Anne-Marie and the family pet message: ‘Thank you but once I get it fixed, but that is 


pose in the downstairs lounge of Good Neighbours House. _I_ can manage by myself.’ impossible. I visited the 
hotel this summer and horri- 


in County Armagh in — @ Mrs Gillian Solomons, Neil Winfle, and Bill Howe 


Northern Ireland, just two : ; 
minutes from the border.’ enjoy the late summer sunshine on the balcony of Good 


: ;: fied the local police chief who 
Their aim rang and said that f should 
That could almost be have let them know [ was 
the motto of Good Neigh- pong just in ones the place was 
z Aa. booby-trapped. 
bouts House ne aroun’ Now Liz is glad to be back 
20 men and WOME eee in England working again and 
between 18-54 live and fer choice suits the children. 
work. Ten go to Bramley too. ‘After all you could say 
Hill adult centre nearby, they've grown up in institu- 
four go to Aylesbury day tions—the London’ homes are 
centre while the rest stay a charity and they have always 


at home where there is a been used to mixing with the 
disabled.’ 


thriving launderette to be Cate Walliaine fiomoewane 
managed. The launderette sea is the senior care assistant 
serves’ the surrounding and has been at Camberwell 
estate, and has led to for five months. She is a state 
closer links between centre registered nurse but decided to 
» and community. — leave Wales and come to Lon- 


FR Is, = 
The manager of the don because she wanted to Se ’ : 5 
Sanhiee se ie Mitchell- work with the handicapped. @ Cathy Williams holds the paint while Michael Solo- 


more-Hawkins who lives in ee ee eae mons works away at yet another painting. His water 
wesee ce : eT Wwe é u ermane Vy. : . . =o eye » 
an adjoining flat with her and number four. married . Colours painted in bold primitive style adorn the walls ef 
pa es two children Anne-Marie Cont. on Page 7 the sitting room he shares with his wife Jill. 


phen Smith, 25, helps one of the launderette’s and Adrian. ‘I came here 


eee ee ory ree ae eS 


® Ste 


| regular customers, Lorraine Cooke, aged 12, who often a year ago after being 
; pops in to do the washing. bombed out of my hotel 
| 

en 

4 

. 

& 

: 

| 

; 

} 


3 SS 
®@ John Philpott who runs the Good Neighbours House launderette watches as general 


assistant Hilary Crabtree arranges his wife Oriel’s hair. John and Oriel are one of four 
= 


° Watched by Cathy Williams, Good Neighbours House senior care assistant, Bill 


Howe, ‘the senior resident’ spells out the message that life at the centre is ‘absolute 
married couples at the centre. 


heaven.’ 
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.| “Have wheelchair, can 


Nea ee travel’ is the holiday 


anH+C Home Lift #uuit 


but the holiday season 
is still in full swing for 
The Spastics Society's 
travel experts, Sally 
Nicholls and Merle 


Davies. 

Sally has already organ- 
ised 15 successful. package 
tours during 1978 - in 
Britain and abroad, with at 
least three still to come. 
A new destination intro- 
duced this year was Rome. 
Inspired by the Open 
Hi 4 | University’s triumphant 
we Zs visit with a group of dis- 
! abled students to the 
Italian capital in 1975, The 


Spastics Society | organised people, Sally reports that their THIS cheerful picture 
a similar trip this year. olf. : 
: self-contained groups were taken at Eastcote baths 
As well as seeing all the — made very welcome at both 
city’s well-known land- camps. 
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sums up all the fun of 


; | marks, the group had an The Society has been send- Spastics Society holi- 
audience with the late ing parties to Woodlarks days. It shows children 
Pope Paul, The Spastics Camp at Farnham for 16 or and helpers taking part 


17 years and this continues to . : 
be as popular as ever. Another in the annual holiday 


Society party had been 


Ml Penne 4 Mh given places at the front of ised ishi 
Wy are eT hardy annual is the children’s oreane by the Ruislip 
Ve | the general audience poidiy organised by the | Christian Council im 
YA chamber and the Pope ‘oli ee j i i 
Yi ! fad meas he Ruislip Christian Council. conjunction with the 
H ros rae forgive “en Forms of transport suitable Society’s Recreational 
a special blessing. for wheelchair travellers and Services Department. 
Another new resort this a high standard of accommoda- Spastic children who 
year was Valkenburg in tion mean that The Spastics would not otherwise 
Holland, near the German Society’s package holidays are have a holiday are enter- 
and Belgian borders, where not cheap. But the introduction tained by members of 
the holidaymakers are able be saetea Allowance’ has the Council for 10 days 
fo make excursions to the meant that many peonie’ whe} each year. The 19 guests 
R se neland and the before can now afford to do sleep in St Martin’s 
Ardennes. Sally reports so, Many wheelchair users Church Hall, Ruislip, 
that, like the Italians, the prefer to save up their year’s and have their food pro- 
Dutch people were very allowance for a good holiday vided there by volun- 
friendly and always ready _ rather than spend it on weekly teers from all _ the 
is sto give help with lifting outings. churches in Ruislip. 
wheelchairs. ‘In that respect,’ Sally com- Outings during their 
In Britain there was a new eg fat ‘They are better off stay included a barbecue 
holiday in the beautiful set- ‘am people who are mobile in Bayhurst Wood, a 
ting of Stirling University Dut mot working.’ visit to the Shire Horses 
which coincided with a visit of The type of inquiries at Maidenhead. a tri 
the Royal Shakespeare Com- received by Merle Davies d i : 
pany performing Twelfth are about holidays for indi One Lie 
Night ¢ Holiday: campsuwere-’ yiduate or familie s an i- of the London Fire Bri- 
another popular choice and aq man at fa ae gade and a chance to 
(7 pets. yore. 4. sully. visite fe shotescens cpt eee aha SS ne aa 
4 | Where stairs present an insurmountable barrier, ote ee cian ge ae multiple handicapped, giv- oncty pee: ee 
ouse occupiers are faced with three options. Firstly, to use only a stay for the third consecu- ing a. change of scenery to 
the ground floor. Secondly to move to a flat or bungalow which could tive-year at’ Butlins in North the disabled person and'a 
be expensive and without a doubt disturbing to all concerned. ee best Ten anette eae 
Thirdly to purchase anH+CNo.36 Home Lift. _ Despite. some trouble earlier She sends out information D b ' 
in the year with holiday camp sheets giving details of various ecor y 62 
H +C No. 36 Home Lifts are simple to operate miiicials who Telittssd “DOSmin gd 7. Beeman gh eo eae ee Club 
and safe to use. They are fitted simply and occupy little space in Bone cr the deo disabled See hee op em 
most homes. The Home Lift runs on two rails and no ground floor aoe S| ‘popular Tae! been seitlesperine net eee os eae 
enclosure is required. When notin use, the lift can be parked upstairs Nice Wa eine as families with several Seeds oy be dese 
childre rarely affor : 
out of sight. y ie un srnbisiee toca she a autumn by members of the 
The H+ C No. 36 Home Lift presents a great demand. for suitable accom: | the handicapped by the handi 
, dati ; the handicapped by the handi- 
seal for the disabled to enjoy fuller use of a house, ata 0 retu rn Cooply and a Pataca the | capped. They will be helped 
reasonable price. : nadine. Lolitivninkeretoce eee 
! p poe holidaymakers to book aieing cones Uae eee 
; Send today for the full facts from the firm who, tae ¢ demonstrate in a practical way 
for 40 years, have been the leaders in the Home Lift field a avour ne man rang me up on | their thanks for past holidays 
Don'tf ; ; . | June 22 this year about finding there 
on't forget, Local Authority grants may be available. Complete the accommodation and he was | 
coupon below for full particulars. No stamps need be used See Ola oles See ett Seance Ra ee 
: tl sisters Sally anc - Naturally, I couldn't do REGU a 
Pe oe TT ET I OEE NT HAE RE Me KOO fos UCI OE EE ROAD RR Rowen fe CE ma | ry ee pecaane rs aes peal for him at that late Rewent Hana “Chere ame 
ay s ys es- stage. Is sad when we can’t r ; F in the 
| Hammond+Champness Etd;, Freepost, London EC1iB 1AR aay ke aes centre. help people. I feel we ought FG fot Witte dace 
S was ir Way of saying to be able to offer everybod Cc Bi er 
NAM . ‘thank you’ for a Good Samari- the holid: : es y entre by means of a spon- 
: tan act by the centre, during ve paeey ot ticle chutes ! sored pub crawl and raffles. 
the summer 
ADDRESS When Sa 
en’ Sally, 11, was on 


holiday in France she dam* The peak of sponsorship ? 


aged the ligament and cartilage 


in her knee. On her return (@ ; ts 
{eR at Eee wig OLIN Brewer, a purser with British Airways, has 


Wheelchair* from® the National See £613 for Worthing, Littlehampton and Distric 
Health Service because of a pastics Society with a sponsored climb up Everest. 


IENH+Clifts ia. 


Som Cine Gem a wero seme 
Po nen een ee ee Monee nit Mmmm Soe GER Meee: eee EY mE waiting list. But Daresbury Colin aimed to reach first base camp at 18,000 fee 
SN Oct7 Hall came to the rescue with but exhaustion forced him to give up 700 bans shang of hi 
a the offer of a spare wheel- target. Nevertheless his sponsors gave loyal ue t e 
chair which was lent to Sally their £613 will go towards providing a nip mee 
2 


until she recovered. the Worthing group. 
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_ tor of The Spastics Society: 


- signing 


Mr James Loring, Direc- 


‘The campaign is making 
a big impact, no doubt 


about that. It is influenc- 
ing people in all walks of 


life, and we are getting 
helpful feedback from 


influential quarters in sym- 


pathy. with the aims of the 
campaign. I have received 
letters of support from the 
- Prime Minister, the Leader 
of the Opposition, and 


~ other important political 


figures, and I will be hav- 
ing a meeting with the 
_ Secretary of State for Social 


~ Services at the end. of 


October to discuss  peri- 
natal death and handicap. 
__ ‘The medical seminars we 


have held throughout the 


country during the campaign 
have been very well-attended 
and received, and in addition, 
1 have spoken at many meet- 
ings where [ have found 
enthusiastic support. for the 
_aims of the campaign. On the 
other hand, we would like to 
see a little more involvement 
from some of the local groups 
and our national schools and 


centres. 


- ‘There is no doubt, how- 


ever, that the campaign is pro- 
gressing well. 
success!” 


We can smell 


Anne Dillon, Hon 
Petition Organiser: 

‘We get about 20 letters 
and four or five telephone 
calls every day from people 
wanting to organise lists 
of names. In fact, we’re in- 
undated in the office and 
we haven’t had time to 
count the signatures al- 
ready collected. But there 


. are probably about quarter 


of a million at Park Cres- 
cent and in the regions. 
It's impossible to predict 
the final total because 
many people will hold on 
to their forms until the 


petition closes in March. 


‘The greatest value of the 
petition is educational. We try 
to make sure that people 
know exactly what they’re 
rather than just 
accumulate the maximum num- 
ber of names. 

- “The petition involves all 
sections of the community.’ 


Michael Brophy, Direc- 
tor of Fund-Raising: 
“The campaign has so 


far been very successful 


financially. Funds for Save 
a Baby are in two parts— 


first a special appeal to 


industry and commerce in 
the City of London and 
secondly the proceeds from 
usual Society fund-raising 
events which this year are 
being deyoted to the cam- 
paign. 

‘The City appeal, started 
only in mid-September, 
1978 has already brought 
in £30,000 extra so far. 
Funds for Save a Baby 


from other sources amount 


to at least £250,000 so far. 

‘We have been receiving 
tremendous support from local 
events, both directly from the 
groups and indirectly via 
regional funds. Thousands of 
pounds have come from this 
source.” 


Mr Tony Frank, Assist- 
ant Director, Regions: 

‘In the regions, the cam- 
paign is really gathering 


momentum now, after a 
fairly slowish start. People 
are becoming more and 
more interested, and the 
regional staff are involving 
many new_ supporters 


through their talks to 
schools and outside organi- 
sations. 


‘We have 11 extra people 
working on the campaign in 
the regions, thanks to the Job 
Creation Programme, and they 
are getting out and about, 
giving talks and showing the 
campaign film. 

‘The campaign has been 
extended to March, 1979, but 
of course, it will be a con- 
tinuing factor in the future. 
Prevention and research is 
becoming as important to the 
Society as the provision of 
services.” 


Progress report on the 


by campaign 


THE Spastics Society’s ‘Save a Baby’ campaign was launched at a rally in 
Trafalgar Square back in April with the determination to make a nation- 
wide impact. It aims to reduce the the rates of death and needless 
handicap amongst Britain’s babies; to raise an extra £2 million for vital 
research into handicapping conditions, and to press the Government to 
finance and organise sound programmes of care for all pregnant women 
and the newborn. 

Every part of the Society is inyolyed in the all-out effort, and in addition, a special 


supporters group hopes to collect five million signatures for a petition asking the 
Government to take immediate action to reduce the number of babies born dead or 


handicapped in the UK. 


After six months, how is the campaign going? Some of the personalities most 


concerned report progress. 
Trisha Hamilton, appoin- 
ted Prevention Campaign 
Co-Ordinator: 

“The whole object of my 
job is to keep everybody in 
the Society involved with 
what is going on. 

‘I am responsible for co- 
ordinating the campaign 
functions and I can help 
people organising — their 
own events (in Local 
Groups, for example) with 
advice and publicity 
material such as balloons, 
badges and ‘posters. 

‘I've been particularly im- 
pressed by the amount of sup- 
port we've had from children. 
The film “Priority of Priori- 
ties” has been shown at several 
schools but even where it 
hasn’t been seen, the “Save a 
Baby” message seems to have 
captured children’s imagina- 
tion and many youngsters have 
volunteered to go round the 
streets collecting money or 
signatures, 

‘But the most amusing com- 
ment on the campaign I’ve 
heard came from an adult 
member of the public who 
asked: “Which particular baby 
are we saving?” 


Mr Henry Gamper, 
Head of Advertising: 

‘The advertising cam- 
paign has been a success, 
without doubt. 

‘The adverts with their 
headlines like, “If you’re born 
British you could be a born 
loser,” and “The handicapped 
needn't cost Britain a crippling 
sum,” were decided to 
influence public opinion and 
provide information, and 
though there was a donation 
coupon tucked away in the 
corner, the money is some- 
thing of a bonus. However, 
the adverts have raised around 
£20,000 so far, and there have 
also been many letters offering 
help, or seeking more 
information. 

‘An independent assessment 
of readers’ reactions to one of 
our advertisements in “a 
woman’s magazine showed that 
nearly 90 per cent of all 
readers saw it, and almost 80 
per cent perused i to some 
degree at least. 


Pat Taylor, Head of In- 
formation, said : 

‘We started planning the 
“Save a Baby” publicity - 
campaign as soon as it was 
announced at. last year’s 
AGM, and it has been an 
all-out effort ever since. 
The campaign concerns 
everybody in the country, 
and journalists were quick 
so spot its implications. 

‘We have had fantastic pub- 
licity on TV, radio, and in 
newspapers, magazines and 
specialist publications through- 
out the country. As well as 
our national releases from the 
head office here, we have 
worked very closely with the 
local groups and they, too. 
have been very successful in 
gaining publicity in their own 
areas. They have liked the 
leaflets and other material we 
have supplied to help them 
get the facts over to press and 
public locally. 

‘I think we owe a debt of 
thanks to the press, Journa- 


lists showed their typical con- 
cern about matters of public 


ahaa PO EOE: 
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The only assistant 


interest, have been enthusiastic 
about the campaign. 

‘Of course, you can’t cost 
editorial publicity, but if we 
had to pay the advertising rate 
for the kind of space we have 
been allocated, it would have 


been in excess of £200,000. 
Yes, we have been very for- 
tunate, and we hope there will 
be a lot more. to come.’ 


she'll 


Mr Dorrien Belson, 


Chairman of The Spastics 
Society: . 

‘I think that the cam- 
paign has been a success so 
far, and I also feel that it 
is gathering momentum all 
Not only that, 
but the effect will continue 


the time. 


far into the future. 
‘The 


received 


support we have 


already is very 
encouraging.” but of course we 
hope for more, particularly in 
the regions. The campaign is 
the most vital in the Society’s 
history, and it must. succeed. 
As I said in the Annual Report 
this year: 

‘To fail in this cause would 
earn us the accusations of our 
successors that by oue 
inactivity. we condemned 
thousands of children to lives 
blighted by handicap.” 

‘How could we face that?’ 


st 


need today 


will be the one at the cash desk 


Independence. That’s what you're 
buying when you choose a Meyra power 
wheelchair. Confidence too, because 
you're getting the benefit of over 40 
years experience in helping the disabled 
and a chair that literally marks a new 
pinnacle in reliability and expertise. 


Virtually custom built 


Because of the enormous range of 
accessories existing for Meyra chairs, 
the one you choose will be virtually as 
personal as your individual disability. 
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To Meyra Rehab (U.K) Ltd., 


Name 


Address 


Outdoor models can negotiate rough 
terrain, climb hills and even mount kerbs. 
Propulsion by a battery powered electric 
motor offers a range of over 18 miles and 
the chair can be folded and stored in the 
narrowest car boot. 
Find out the whole story to-day. Our 


brochure will show you just what 


to-day. 


Unit 4, Copheap Laac, Warminster, Wilts. BA12 OBL. ‘Tel. Warmiaster 215122, 
Please send me full details on the range of Meyra Rehab power operated wheelchairs. 


‘Telephone 
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freedom and reliability you're likely to 
find by selecting a chair by the most 
advanced manufacturers in the world 


We enjoy assistin 
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DELEGATES from all 
over Britain will con- 
verge on the Royal 
College of Surgeons in 
London on Saturday, 
October 14, for the 
Society’s Annual 


General Meeting. 
Speakers will! include 
Douglas Arter, chairman 
of Top Ten Promotions, 
which this year celebrates 
its 21st anniversary, and 
David Jacobs, a vice-presi- 


dent of the Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics. In the 
afternoon Roger Jefcoate, 
consultant in Technical 
Aids for Disabled People, 
will give a talk on_ his 


work. 

Delegates will also be asked 
to consider a resolution pro- 
posed by Mansfield and Dis- 
trict Friends of  Spasties 
Group that the invalid tricycle 
should not be phased out until 
suitable alternative vehicles 
are available, and that the 


Where the money goes 


AS the Society is dealing with the public’s money, it has 
always been concerned to ensure that every penny of in- 
come is used wisely. The biggest slice of its funds con- 
tinues to be spent on direct and indirect help to children 
and adults, of whom the majority are multiply handi- 
capped. Effective management has ensured too that, des- 
pite inflation, administration costs remained pruned to the 
minimum at only 5p in the £. The Society’s income was 


spent as set out below: 


Direct Help to Spastics — 78 per cent 
Expenditure on schools and centres, and a variety 
of other services including social welfare and help with 


employment, 


Fund-Raising — 14 per cent 
An investment in projects to generate income both 


; currently and in the future. 
Administration — 5 per cent 


n 


Covers the essential work involved in the efficient 
running of the world’s leading organisation for the care 
and welfare of spastic people. 


Information, Publications and Films — 2 per cent 

The provision of advice and information to spastic 
people and their families, and alerting the public to the 
needs and problems of the handicapped. 


Research — 1 per cent 


Medical, educational and social research including 
the Paediatric Research Unit at Guy’s Hospital which is 
concerned with congenital handicap generally, 


mobility allowance should be 
tax free and generous enough 
to enable recipients to run a 
small ear. 

The main business of the day 
will be an election to fill five 
seats on the Executive Coun- 


cil, the Society’s governing 
body. Entitled to vote are 
members of the Executive 
Council itself, nominee mem- 
bers of affiliated groups or 


other organisations, members 
of all the Society’s special 
committees and honorary life 
members of the Society. 

The Society is anxious that 


AGM: Busy day for delegates 


all those with a vote should use 


it and urges eligible voters 
who cannot attend the meeting 
in person to use the proxy 
system. 


On the evening before the 
AGM, a reception for dele- 
gates will be held at the 
British Rail building by Mary- 
lebone station. During the 
evening the special exhibition 
train for the ‘Saye a Baby’ 
campaign will arrive at Mary- 
lebone and guests will be able 
to visit it. (More about the 
train on page 12.) 


The Annual Report: 


Society captures 
public goodwill — 


THE Spastics Society will 
never have enough money 
to cope with all the 
demands made upon it, 
but there is encouraging 
news in the Annual 
Report on the Society’s 


Appeals income. 

New fund raising ideas, 
and a determination to 
raise more money to offset 


.the disastrous effects of 


‘Our vital new battle 
must succeed’ 


THE Spastics Society’s-Silver Jubilee was not a 
time for self-congratulation and complacency on 
the achievements of the past, but the impetus 
for a vital new battle against ignorance, prejudice 


and waste of human potential. 


Dorrien Belson, 


So says Mr 


Chairman of The Spastics 


_ Society, in a personal statement in the Society’s 
newly-published Annual Report. 


The report will be 
presented to the Soc- 
iety’s Annual General 
Meeting in London on 
October 14, when hun- 
dreds of delegates will 
hear of the Society’s 
current progress and. 
plans for the future. 


Specialist manufacturers 
of purpose made... 


@ GRAB RAILS ao 


@ GRAB 
HANDLES 


etc. for the 


aged and 
the infirm 


For 


Hospital Sanitary 
and Bathroom 
Fittings — Consult 


RYDERS 


(Lancashire) LIMITED 


Victoria Works, Nelson Street, Bolton BL3 2DW 
Telephone BOL 382017-8-9 
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Awareness of future 
needs is the dominant fac- 
tor’ in the Chairman’s 


statement. The ‘new battle’ 
is the Society’s current 
nation-wide ‘Save a Baby’ 
campaign to prevent need- 
less handicap, and it is a 
campaign that must suc- 
ceed says Mr Belson. 


‘The results of our first 


25 years of progress are 
obvious throughout this re- 
port. The results of our 
new campaign must be 
seen at our Golden Jubilee 
in a reduction then in the 
national statistics on the 
birth of handicapped 
babies. Translate those 
future statistics into the 
picture of healthy young 
people living full lives in 
the year 2002, and you will 
understand why the Society 
is so deeply committed to 
the campaign. To fail in 
this cause would earn us 
the accusations of our suc- 
cessors that, by our inac- 
tivity, we condemned 
thousands of children to 
lives blighted by handicap.’ 

It was appropriate that 
in 1977, the Society’s Silver 
Jubilee Year, says Mr Bel- 
son, We should embark ona 
campaign which was the 
most ambitious since the 
dramatic days of 1952 
when the Society was born 
and grew so rapidly on the 
fervour of its founders and 
the mounting goodwill of 
thousands of supporters. 
After 25 years of growth 
and achievement there was 
perhaps a danger that the 
initial enthusiasm could 
wane: that success could 
gain the Society a quite 
unjustified impression of 
stagnating. 

‘But what of the next 25 
years? Would the Society be 
prepared to rest on its laurels, 
pointing with pride to a net- 
work of education, treatment 
and welfare facilities; to our 
195 local voluntary groups; to 
our income, which while, never 
enough was still very substan- 
tial; and think that the pat- 
ferm was set until our Golden 
Jubilee in the year 2002? That 
is not the Seciety’s way. 


’ 


Complacency would be a_ 


betrayal.’ 

The scene was therefore set 
for the ‘Save a Baby’ cam- 
paign, planned against a 
background of facts revealed 
by research that at least 40 per 
cent of cerebral palsy cases 
could be prevented, and by a 
determination throughout the 
Society that no baby should 
bear the burden of handicap 
needlessly. 

The Society, writes Mr Bel- 
son, has reaffirmed its priori- 
ties. “They remain simple and 
uncomplicated — to care for 
as many of the present genera- 


tion of spastics as our 
resources allow, but to 
emphasise our duty to the 


generations yet unborn.’ 

In recent years the Society 
had suffered financial difficul- 
ties when inflation made 
enormous inroads into income. 
and there were very real fears, 
not only for new developments, 
but 


some existing services. But 
difficulties brought a ‘new 
aggression’ to fund raising 


efforts, and in the year under 
review the Society’s income 
increased to £5 million, “Infla- 
tion and ever rising costs must 
still take the gilt off the ginger- 
bread, but the new figures do 
at least mean that we have not 
fallen back into those frighten- 


ing years when we sinking 
deeper and deeper into -a 
deficit,’ he says. 


The Society did need more 
money, would always need 
more money, says Mr Belson,~ 
but’ there was no doubt that 
tens of thousands of charities 


in this country results in keen . 


competition for funds. 

‘There is nothing wrong in 
competition, and credit rather 
than shame, in influencing the 
public to give money to a cause 
Which is honestly believed in. 
The public, after all, has the 
choice, and after weighing up 
the importance of each charity, 
makes the decision on which is 
most worthy of support, But 
with such competition it is 
Important to have hard facts 
available on which to base 
current fund raising strategy 
and future planning. To this 
end, the Society commissioned 
a survey, and this revealed that 


the Society stood high in 
public esteem and was con- 
sidered- well worthy of con- 


tinued support. 

‘It is significant that while 
the survey was based on the 
image of the Society before 
We embarked on the ambitious 
‘Save a Baby’ campaign, the 
importance of our research 
programme was emphasised by 
a large proportion of those 
questioned as a major reason 
for support.’ 

There was no doubt that the 
hard-hitting ‘Save a Baby’ 
campaign which would present 
the shocking facts about the 
unnecessary toll of death and 
handicap in Britain and the 
ways that this can be changed, 
would find support in all walks 
of life. 


for the continuation of . 
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continuing high inflation, — 
resulted in a 20 per cent 
increase in gross income, 
This follows the equally 
encouraging increase in — 
income last vear, and. 
proves that the Society 
still captures the publi¢ 
goodwill. 

The current success is _par- 
ticularly notable because of — 
the fact that so much charit. 
able effort in 1977 was directed — 
towards. the Queen’s Silver — 
Jubilee Appeal. But the 
Society turned the coincidence ‘ 
of the shared 25 year anni- ,_ 


versary to its advantage with — 
a massive postal appeal, sen¢ — 
out in a commemoratiye 
envelope linking the two — 
Jubilees, and bearing the — 
prized first day issue stamp, 

The appeal was not only & 


financially. rewarding, but also 
won the British Direct Mail 
Marketing Association's 
charity award. As a result of _ 
Seizing opportunities in this _ 
way the income from postal 
appeals rose to £1 million, 


Year of — 
progress — 


AS usual, the Society is — 
able to list many import- 
ant new developments in — 
the Annual Report: . i 
Beaumont College opened to 
provide further education for 
70 students. on a one-year 
course. The project involved © 
the conversion of the old Lan- 
caster Training Centre and 
cost the Society £100,000. 
Dean College opened to 
give severely disabled school 
leavers the opportunity of two 
years of further education. 
Conversion and ‘development é 


: 
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costs totalled £110,000. : 
The Douglas Arter Centre ee 
was built by the Society in 
Salisbury after an intensive 2 
capital campaign in which the i 
Salisbury and District Spas- 
tics Association was very — 
closely involved. There are — 


24 day and eight residential 
places for multiple handi- — 
capped young adults, and the — 
total cost was £235,000. 

At Churchtown Farm Field ; 
Studies Centre, Cornwall, 5 
three adjacent properties have — x 
been purchased and converted 
at a cost of £62,000 to provide ~ 
additional accommodation a 
staff and visitors. 

Two independence training ie 
flats have been completed at — 
Broadstones Hostel, Birming- 
ham, to allow spastic people — 
wishing to move into the . 
community to experience some — 
of the problems of independ-— 
ent living. Total cost was — 


£10,000. > 
At Neath. Hill, Mite 
Keynes, 24 flats are being 


developed for the severely dis- Z 
abled. Associated with the 
flats is a unit which will pro- " 
vide office accommodation for — 
12 people of above average 
intelligence. Final cost will 
be £135,000. 


The workshop at the Kye 
Park Centre has been xen 
at a cost of £18,000. 

Three bungalows are fe 
built in the grounds of 
Sherrards Industrial Trainin 
Centre to provide independ- 
ence training and 
existing residential 
modation. Cost of the projes 
will be £73,000. 


Building work to provide 2: 
single bedrooms has been com: 
pleted at a cost of £195,000 al 
the Princess Marina Centre. 

A residential unit for 1 
people is being built < 
Croydon, and when complet 
it will be leased and admini 
tered by the local group. — 
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IONAL VIEW 


A BREAK in the seminar proceedings for Mrs J. Hausman ot New York, Mr J. D. Van 
ad - Aswegan, Principal of a school for cerebral palsied children in South Africa, Mrs 

: : Fritzi Hein from the United States, and Mr James Loring, Director of The Spasti 
PROFESS ae one poo? 
Milani pace meas Society, and newly-elected President of the International Cerebral Palsy Society. 


Italy, the immediate past 
President of the ICPS with 
Mrs M. E. De Kanter of 
Holland, and Dr Marcel 
D’Avignon of Sweden at 
the Brighton seminar. 


IPS 
seminar 


and AGM 


THE pictures show some 
_ of the personalities from all 
over the world who 
gathered. in Brighton in 
September for the Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy 


Bs eee” ge Lig ie ee z Society's Seminar and 
MR Leif Sorenson, Managing Director of the Danish Annual General Meeting. 
Spastics Society, chaired one of the seminar sessions at The seminar had the 


MRS Dora Vourloumi from Greece, Dr M. Hamouri, from Kuwait, Mrs Daphne Eco- 


: ‘4 or E : nomou from the Athens Spastics Society who spoke at the semin $ 


which Mrs B. Garrett, senior social worker with Somerset theme “To Help Each Other,’ 


on. the work’ of parent and 
other self-help groups, and 

| schemes to help the handi- 
capped and their families in 
the community. 


care within the community. 


4 ——— 


~ 


Praise for 
volunteers 


| 
IN a speech at. Luton in 
September, -Mr Patrick 

| Jenkin, MP, chief Oppo- 
sition spokesman on social 
services, paid tribute to the 
valuable tradition of volun- 
tary work in Britain. 

He said: ‘There is now 
lively recognition by politicans 
of all parties that the volun- 
tary movement has a crucial 
role to. play in the care of 
people needing help in the 

| community. Indeed, as the 
recent Wolfenden Report 
noted, there are now more 


More people watch Radio Rentals 


people working in the volun- 
Colour than any other. tary social services than there i : 
SN Oct8 are employed in the statutory MISS Marion Fang from Hong Kong, Mrs_ B. Eckstrom from Sweden, Ms Sally Baldwin 


SerGhee? from the University of York, and Dr Zoltan Biro from Switzerland. 


Neighbourly ‘heaven’ Fart iia 


Cont. from Page 3 occasional assistance from | 
: couples among them, there is Joyce Ansty, the occupational | A FETE held at the 
also room for visitors. People — therapist. Society’s Jacques — Hall 
like Cornelius Davis, who is Camberwell. does not | Centre, Bradfield, -Man- 
; x staying while his thather is in have the elegance of | Pay ne Essex, has raised 
Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke hospital, and John. Williams, _piohtsbridee. the richness _ £1,421. The money will be 

5 Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their who has just completed another , Mi ‘ : a : oe used to buy a- second- 
m : degree and hopes:to go to ol Maylair or the traditions | hand sailing boat for the 

3 quality and rape: We also Heda ashs es America soon to continue his of the City but it does have | residents. 
‘ é covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, Be ca im aS that elusive ingredient that The fete was opened by 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. _ The marrieds have a sitting allows Good Neighbours | Keith Rogers, a dise jockey 
a All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. room in meh een to re ce House to settle itself in / a te nba nae ciate 
t rooms, ane vere are lounges Ses => ‘ made ne raw for the gran 
q Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT both up and downstairs, a Steer the syenty maby. | raffle. The newly - formed 
‘tg superb balcony decked with streets anc squares of | Friends of Jacques Hall ran 


plants South London and be | , stall and dart game 


Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 plants, plus many hous ; a can 


ee | ARE INVITED inside, tended for the most ‘absolute heaven.’ | which between them raised 
TRADE ENQUIR ES ares part by the residents with LIZ COOK | £48.50. = ate 
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The bond between Bristol and London | 


ABOVE: Cherry Turner of 
the Stars Organisation for 
Spastics, and Clive Wilson 
reading Top Ten Promo- 
tions house journal ‘West- 
morland House’ during the 
visit of staff from The Spas- 
tics Society’s headquarters 
to Bristol. 


RIGHT: John Gardiner, 
executive manager of the 
Dividends Department, ex- 
plaining the Spastics Pool 
‘Crossball’ competition to 
Betty Hutt, Liz Gronert 
and Esther Johansson. 


BELOW: Sylvia Walter of 
the Sales and Promotions 
department serving refresh- 
ments to Maureen Elliston, 
Maria Whyte and Gill 
Kent. 


‘ 


THE Spastics Pool provides 
a large proportion of The 
Spastics Society’s - income, 
and a close relationship 
exists between the Society’s 
HQ in London and the 
Bristol-based Top Ten Pro- 
motions Ltd, the organisers 
of the successful Pool. Now 
even stronger links are 
being forged between the 


‘behind the scenes’ staff at 
both organisations with 
getting-to-know-you visits. 

The pictures show. mem- 
bers of the Society’s staff in 
London visiting the offices 
of Top Ten and learning 
about the work of the Pool 
promoters. ‘Now plans are 
being made for a Top Ten 
staff visit to headquarters 
to see the Society’s work at 
first hand. 


Staff at both organisa- 
tions had a lot to talk 
about, and a common bond 
—all are working to help 
Spastic people. 

AERTS Sc EE 


IN an attempt to bring 
home the plight of the 
handicapped, Maureen 
Oswin has_ written 
‘Holes in the Welfare 
Net, a new book 
which illustrates the 
extent to which soc- 
iety, despite advances 
in social care, still fails 
to meet the needs of 
its handicapped 


. members. 

The book presents a dis- 
turbing picture of inade- 
quate institutions, bewil- 
dered relatives, stress and 
ignorance, and case studies 
present a powerful argu- 
ment for urgent reforms. 

Miss Oswin destroys the 
myth that handicapped people 
cannot settle in the community, 
and she argues persuasively for 
more specialist hostels, more 
sheltered accommodation, bet- 
ter advice and counselling ser- 
vices, and more say for those 
people who have to live in 
institutions in the running of 
their. own lives. 

‘Some of my . suggestions 
would require financial expen- 
diture. Others would require 
nothing more than an increase 
in understanding and kindness 
from ~ professionals, neigh- 


ABOVE: Margaret Parfitt, who is employed in the Gift 
Showroom at Top Ten Promotions, selling a teddy bear 
to Maria Whyte, with Sheila Sheehy, left, and Ellen 
Bilney looking on. 


Book Club Associates 


Wish Success to The Spasties Society for Their Very Essential Work 


‘BRITISH HERITAGE GUILD :: 
READERS CHOICE 
MYSTERY GUILD 


HOME AND GARDEN GUILD :: MILITARY GUILD © :: 
:: LITERARY GUILD :: BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB :: 
:: ANCIENT HISTORY BOOK CLUB :: WORLD BOOKS. :: 


ARTS GUILD 
HISTORY GUILD 
MASTER STORYTELLERS 
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THE visitors from The Spastics Society in London en- 
joying the sun by the famous Clifton Suspension Bridge, 
during their tour of Bristol. 


Victims of the | 
welfare loopholes | 


bours, relatives and the pub- ’ 
lic, Miss Oswin writes. ‘Even 
in the welfare state of today, 
there is still a place for indi- 
vidual reformers can 
point out needs and initiate 
changes. The ability to recog- 
nise a need, and to hold a- 
belief that individuals can 
effect changes, is still a great 
power for reform. ae 

Among the cases cited in the 
book are: 

® The mother told of her 
daughter’s handicap by a doc- — 
tor who offered no advice, and 
made an. appointment for six 
months in the future. : 

@ The parents who could &: 
not find a playgroup place for 
their handicapped child be- = | 
cause of other parents’ un- 
reasoning fear. et ny 

@ The local authorities who - 
try and force handicapped  — 
people into a rigid pattern of  ~ 
behaviour for administrative hi 
convenience. 

@ The mother, unsupported 
by professional services, whose 
teenage son used to bite gold- % 
fish in half. a Act 

@ The hospital which expee- ——~ 
ted a handicapped woman to 
recover from. bereavement 
without counselling. : 

@ The hospital which 
refused to allow romantic 
friendships to develop between 
handicapped patients. ie 

@ The hospital which 
refused to allow patients to piu 
their own pictures on -to dis- 
play boards, 

Maureen Oswin has been 
concerned with the care of 
handicapped people for nearly © 
20 years, and is now a research 
worker at the Thomas Coram 
Research Unit, University of — 
London Institute of Education. — 
She is the author of ‘The 
Empty Hours’ (1971), and hor 
controversial study ‘Children 
Living in Long-Stay Hespi- 
tals’ was published earlier this 
year (Spastics. International — 
Medical Publications: / Heine- 
mann Medical). 


‘Holes in the Welfare Net’ is 


who 


’ 


published by the Bedford — 
Square Press, £5.50 (hard-— 
bound), £2.95 (paperback). | 


Bedford Square Press is the 
publishing imprint of the 
National Council ef Social 
Service. 


. 
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News about 
the 


Spastics: Pool 


THE pictures on the facing 
page show staff from The 
Spastics Society’s HO 
behind the scenes at the 
Spastics Pool. The pictures 
here show the end result 
of the Pool organisation— 
prizes for members and 
help for ‘good causes, 


Over the past 21 years, 


Top Ten Promotions, 
organisers of the Pool, has 


'» donated --£35-. million -to 


charity. Most of the 


‘money has come to. the 


Spastics Society, but Top 
Ten and its associated 
trusts have also donated 
large sums to other volun- 
tary organisations. 


donation 
for Eye 
Hospital 


A £20,000 DONATION 
has been made by the 
Good Neighbours Trust to 
the Friends of Bristol Eye 
Hospital Appeal. to raise 
funds for a Kelman Phaco- 
Emulsifier. The . cheque 
was presented to Mr Peter 
Smith, chairman of the 
League of Friends, by Mr 
Geoffrey Arter, of Top 
Ten Promotions, and a 
Good Neighbours trustee, 
at the hospital. 

The. Kelman Phaco- 
Emulsifier could save the 
sight of at least 30 child- 
ren every year. It is pos- 


Lincoln 
deserves 

a pulf 
of pride 


THE Lincoln Spastics 
Society Show Commit- 
tee is puffed up with 
pride at having seen a 
quarter of a million 
visitors through _ its 
gates since it began 


holding annual steam 


spectaculars. 

The spectacular, just one 
of many exciting fund- 
raising events organised by 
The Spastics Society’s 


Deaf, blind feet 
Dick’s message 


DICK Boydell, a severely-disabled computer programmer 
living at the Society’s Oakwood Centre in Essex, has 
found a way to help people who are both deaf and blind 
by corresponding on Morse code tapes. . 

Dick, the winner of The Spastics Society’s . first 
Achievement Award for 1972, also holds the rare distinc- 
tion of being the first honorary member of the British 
Computer Society. 

His tapes for deaf-blind people are: transmitted by 
means of a foot-operated switch. The recipients can 
‘read’ the Morse code through a ring worn on the hand, 
which picks up vibrations froma cassette player. The 
ring can also be attached to a hearing aid, enabling the 
wearer to detect whenygthe door bell is ringing. 


This picture, from 
Grimsby Evening  Tele- 
graph, shows a line-up of 
traction engines waiting 
for the signal to roll into 
the arena at its latest show. 


affiliated voluntary groups, 
first steamed into action 11 
years ago ‘and since then 
more than £13,500. has 
raised. for Lincolnshire 
Spastics. 


A £1,666 win on the Spastics Pool for Mrs Pat James of 
Golden Hill, Pembroke, Dyfed. Pat, married with two 
sons, intends spending the money on renovating her cot- 
tage. Picture shows Pool area supervisor, Mr Fish, pre- 
senting the first dividend cheque to Pat with her sons 


sible with this sophisticated 
ultrasonic probe to remove 
a cataract in just three 
minutes. Over 700 opera- 


Kenneth and Lance. 


MRS Doreen Axon, who is 


employed as a care attend- 
ant at the Tan Y Bryn 
Cripples Help Society, St 
George Road, Abergale, 


- Clwyd, has also won £1,666 


on the Spastics Pool. 
Doreen, accompanied by 
her husband, who is also 
employed at the Society, 
received her first dividend 
cheque from the matron, 
Mrs I. Thomas. 


PREGNANCY 
TESTING 


British Pregnancy Advisory 
Service is a non-profit making 
registered Charitable Trust. 
021-643 1461 
02016 77720 
0273 509726 


Sirmingham 
Bournemouth 


Brighton 
Cardiff 0222 372389 


Chester 0244 27113 


Glasgow 041-204 1832 
Caads 0532 443861 
Liverpool 051-227 3721 
tondon 01-222 0985 
Manchester 061-236 7777 
Sheffield 0742 738326 
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tions for cataract are per- 
formed at the hospital 
every year. 

Picture above shows Mr 
P. Smith, left, thanking Mr 
Geoffrey Arter, watched 
by (from left to right) Mr 
Vincent Marmion, con- 
sultant; Miss Barbara 
Pearce, matron, who is 
holding the £20,000 
cheque, and Mr Kenneth 
Long of the Good Neigh- 
bours Trust. 


A GROUP of six girls aged 
between six and eight from 
Elvington, Yorkshire, have 
raised £34.78 for spastics with 
a sale of toys, books and 
home-made sweets and cakes. 
They were Claire Evans, Julie 
and Joanne Nicholson, Caro- 
line Nundy, Louisa Semlyen 


and Lucy Woodford. 


New card will ‘talk’ 
for speech impaired 


THE Association for All Speech Impaired Children 
and Young People has produced a plastic card which 
carries the message: “I have a difficulty with speech and 
language. I cannot always understand correctly what is 
said, nor can I always be certain that I shall be properly 
understood.” 

The idea is that this can be carried by a person suf- 
fering from a speech defect and produced in case of diffi- 
culty. On the reverse, the card has the name, address 
and telephone number of the handicapped person. It 


could be used, for example, in case of difficulty with 
the police, in an accident or if the person needs to ask 
for directions. 

Cards are available from the Association for All Speech 
Impaired Children and Young People (AFASIC), Room 14, 
Toynbee Hall, 28 Commercial Street, London El 6LS. Please 


send 10p in stamps. 


There area hundred 
reasons why 
people wet the bed 


But there's no 
reason inthe world 
why they should lie in it 


absorbent bed sheets 


a unique development 
giving improved 
comfort and dignity 


Interested? 

If so, please write for booklet 

HOW KYLIE CAN HELP 

Kylie Advisory Service 

Nicholas Laboratories, 225 Bath Road 
Slough, England SL1 4AU 


Kylie is a trademark. Worldwide patents pending 
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Roger 
will he 
top of 
the ski 


class 


WHEN 13 - year- old 
Roger Cleary found 


that a ski-ing holiday, 


was being organised by 
his school to Italy next 
winter, he desperately 
wanted to go with his 
friends. But his school- 
master told him that it 
would not be possible 
for him to learn to ski 
in Italy with his friends 
because Roger is a 
spastic. — 

Being a _ determined 
young man this did not 
deter him, so Roger asked 
his mother to speak to a 
friend of the family, Mike 
Tyler. who is a ski instruc- 


tor at the Oval Sports. 


Centre in Bebington, Mer- 
Seyside, to see whether he 
could learn to ski in 
England. 

The outcome of many 
hours of hard work with 
Mike on an artificial ski 
Slope is. that Roger can now 
ski to linked plough turns 
Standard and should, with 
further practice, be ahead 


JOHN D. WOOD 


® ROGER in action on 
the artificial ski slope. 


of his classmates when he 
goes to Italy next winter, 

Roger has found that 
ski-ing has helped him to 
strengthen muscles and 
become more self-reliant. 
His appreciation of mus- 
cular skills and balance is 
also very much more evi- 
dent since ski-ing consists, 
in the main, of the ability 
to change’! balance and 
weight distribution under 
dynamic conditions 

And apart from all the 
physical advantages, young 
Roger loves ski-ing! 


PROPERTY 
IS OUR BUSINESS 


Offices, Shops, Factories and Warehouses 


Investments, Developments 


London Houses and Flats, Country Horses: 
Farms and Estates 


Agricultural and Sporting Properties 
European and Overseas Properties 
Sales, Lettings, Acquisitions, 

Town Planning and Compensation 


Valuations for all purposes, Surveys and Auctions 
Development Analysis, Project Management 


Property Management 
Rent Reviews and Lease Renewals 


JOHN D.WOOD 


SURVEYORS, AUCTIONEERS, VALUERS AND ESTATE AGENTS 
23 Berkeley Square London W1X 6AL Telephone 01-629 9050 Telex 21242 
Also at Chelsea, Kensington, Regents Park, City of London, Edinburgh, Port Talbot, 


Southampton, Newbury, Horsham, Harpenden and Winchester 


Don't guess,the professionals can advise, 


The day a house call 
volunteer struck gold 


A VOLUNTEER collector in Potters Bar, drawn to: 
help with the Society’s Eastern Region Door Knock 
by the Granada TV programme ‘Reports Action,’ 
was trudging from house to house retrieving the en- 
velopes when she struck gold. 

For just before she called at one house, the 
occupants heard that they had had a big win on the 
football pools and instead of an envelope packed 
with pennies, they presented the collector with a 
cheque for £1,000. The lady who handed over the 
cheque asked for her name to be kept secret but 
did say that she had watched the TV programme 
which was why she was so keen to donate to the 
‘Save a Baby’ campaign. 


Director hits out at 
‘natchy’ services for 
expectant mothers 


A RECENT survey of 3,900 pregnant women showed that 55 per cent had 
not booked into ante-natal clinics at 15 weeks, 19 per cent had not booked 
at 19 weeks, and 17 per cent had not booked at 23 weeks. These disturb- 
ing facts were revealed by James Loring, Director of The Spastics Society, 
at a seminar on ‘The Quality of Survival’ held at the Institute of Child 
Health, Guildford Street, London, on Saturday, September 9. He was 
explaining why the Society was waging a nationwide ‘Save a Baby’ cam- 


paign this year. 
Mr Loring said that 


the danger to women 


failing to attend ante-natal clinics was very great, 
for. it was known that the *perinatal mortality 
rate was nearly five times higher for women who 


were late in booking in. 


There was also the 
added complication 
that some women 
waited six or seven 


Rolling 


money 


SOME say it is better to 
travel hopefully than to 
arrive. In Ken  Smith’s 
case he did the travelling 
full of hope and the money 
is still arriving. So far 
over £2,470 has rolled in 
after Ken’s 17-mile electric 
wheelchair push. It was a 
solo effort—some years ago 
Ken took part in a wheel- 
chair push and was pro- 
pelled along by .a helper, 
but this time he went under 
his own steam to raise 
money for the Society's 
‘Save a Baby’ campaign. 
Ken is a committee 
member of Durham 
County Spastics Society. 


weeks for their first 
hospital appointment, 
particularly if they had 
been classified as ‘non- 
urgent’ cases. 

The position as far as 
teenage pregnancies were 
concerned was alarming. 
The rate of perinatal mor- 
tality for babies of mothers 
under the age of sixteen 
was 28 per thousand. For 
babies of single mothers it 
rose to a staggering 37.4 per 
thousand. 

Social class played a 
great part in the incidence 
of infant death. For ex- 
ample. the mortality rate 
for babies of mothers who 
were in social class 1 was 
7.5 per thousand, whereas 
for the babies of mothers in 
social class 5 it rose to 27.6 
per thousand. 


In fact, babtes born into 
the families of semi-skilled 
and unskilled workers were 


twice as likely to die before * 


the end of the first month 
of life as babies born to 
parents in professional 
classes. 


Organising the bid was 
a team effort, however. 
involving his wife, Susan, 
a former student at Dur- 
ham University. Ken, 27, 
made his way from Consett 
Market Place to: Durham 
Market Place for the push. 
Now he is on the move 
again moving home. He 
is hoping to turn 
himself into a one-man in- 
formation bureau’ so that 
anyone with a problem can 
contact him for practical 
help. Susan in the mean- 
time works for Durham 
Social Services - Depart- 
ment, ; 


‘Telephone Meyagissey, 3231 


‘Services for pregnant 
women in this country are very. 
patchy, and in some areas 
there is a powerful disincentive 
for women to attend ante-natal 
clinics, said Mr Loring. 
‘Transport facilities are inade- 
quate and total travelling time ~ 
can amount to as much as 
two or three hours. Waiting 
in clinics can add another 
hour and a half, and many 
women, particularly those who 
have children already, do not — 
attend clinics because it is yir- 
tually impossible for them to 
do so. The time of waiting 
in clinics could be reduced by 
re-organisation. The mid- 
wifery service-.is also being 
run down which contributes to 
the problem. 

Mr Loring appealed to the 
Government to abandon. their 
no-growth policy in the mater- 
nity services, which had been 
based on the assumption of 
falling birth rates, which were 
now in doubt. : : 

It was urgently necessary to 
review the financing of the 
country’s maternity services, 
since it had become increas- 
ingly apparent that far more 
money needed to be spent on 
ante-natal care. 

‘The problem of our unsatiene 
factory high rates of perinatal 
mortality must be tackled at a 
very early stage in pregnancy — 
and this involves a far greater 


ai ak hf ea eed 


degree of co-operation between 55 
the public, in particular preg- 
nant women, and the National 
Health Service.’ he said. se 

There was also a great need © = 
to increase the number of 
intensive and special care units 
as .well as adequate flying me: 
squad facilities in all areas. a 

“Perinatal, meaning the 
period hetweed the 28th week 3 
of pregnancy and the peepee! a 
_day after birth. - ano 


Pen pals, and 


your offers | 


iS 
ROSEMARY Allard of 
Abbots Langley, Herts, 
would like to correspond | 
with a male pen-friend, _ 
aged about 35-40. Miss 
Allard, who is 34, is deaf — 
and spastic. Her interests ~ 
are reading and swimming. 
She also enjoys travelling 
and has visited overseas 
countries such as New Zea- 
land and Switzerland. 
Please write to Miss Allard | a 
at 74 Kindersley Way, 
Abbots Langley, Watford, 1k 
Herts WD‘ ODO. Pee 


MRC. R. Beardon from Corn: — 
wall would like a female pen- 
friend, preferably living within 
10 miles of St Austell, Me — 
Beardon, who is 32, would like - : 
to correspond with a young % 
lady of between 25 and 30. His SS 
interests are horse-riding, | 
canoeing, sailing, photograpiyy 
swimming and travel. — : 

Please contact Mr Beardon 
at Loecot, Gorran Haven, St_ 
Austell, Cornwall PL26 6NS. 


- Cae : 


FOR SAL E: Vessa Pow 
chair complete. with bat- 
tery and charger, very little 
used. £300. — Bone, D2 
Edward Road, Alton, 
Hants. 5a 4 
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WINDOW .__ 
ON WALES _ 


by Emlyn Davies 


Dragon on the way... 


OUR Welsh dragon will 
take to the road on Satur- 
day, October 7, with a 


special blessing from the 


y 


Prince of Wales. The 12ft 


high and 15ft long dragon, 


lovingly created by 
students of Aberystwyth 
University, will ride on a 
four-wheeled. trailer which 
will be pushed by students 
from North to South Wales 


_in support of The Spasties 


Society’s 
campaign. 
Prince Charles, in a letter 


‘Save a Baby’ 


_to Lord Parry, President of the 


Society’s Wales Regional Co- 
ordinating Committee, sends 
his ‘very best wishes to all 
those who are taking part in 
this imaginative scheme’ and 
hopes ‘that the stalwart dragon- 
pushers survive the long shove 


_ from Bangor to Cardiff.’ 


- from Bangor 
- October 7, at 9.15. am. Giving 
it its first push is Lord Parry, 


The dragon. starts’ rolling 
on Saturday, 


ably assisted by that well- 


known star of television Jack 


Howarth, and Dafydd Wigley, 
MP for Caernarvon. 


ei ae 
A’ NUMBER of Mayors 
in Wales are now actively 
involved in the ‘Save a 
Baby’ petition campaign by 
publicly signing and de, 


-jmnonstrating their support 


for its aims. They include 
‘the Mayors of Colywn Bay, 
Alberconwy, Liandudno, 
Conwy and Swansea, and 
our picture shows the 
Mayor of Swansea, Mrs 


Sue Jones, signing the peti- 


tion outside the Swansea 


and 


The dragon will then be 
taken on by the students of 
Bangor University; they will 
pass it on to the students of 
Aberystwyth; then it will be 
pushed in turn by students of 
Lampeter College, Carmarthen 
Trinity College, and Swansea 
University. Taking the dragon 
in its last leg from Bridgend to 
Cardiff will be the students 
of Colchester Avenue Poly- 
technic. : 

A number of companies 
have sponsored the dragon, 
and, in addition, every effort 
will be made to collect as 
much money as possible along 
the route and obtain many 
signatures for the petition. 

The final two miles of the 
dragon’s journey on Friday, 
October 13, will be accom- 
panied by the band of the 
RAF, St Athans, which will 
march the dragon to Queen 
Street Station, where at 11.30 
am there will be an official 
welcome from the Lord 
Mayor and Lady Mayoress of 
Cardiff and other personalities. 

After the reception, the 


official party will be welcomed 
aboard the Society’s campaign 
train at the station. 


District Spastics 
Society’s ‘Longfields’ work 
centre. Also included in the 
picture from left to right 
are Mrs Gwen Paton, foun- 
der member of the Swan- 
sea group and wife of the 
late and well-known Mr 
Bill Paton; the senior 
regional officer, Wales; Mr 
Gwyn Jones, vice-chairman 
of the Swansea group and 
Mr Owen Lewis, Swan- 
sea’s chairman. “Ss 


LEISURE 


AND 


GARDENING 


New revised edition 1978 


Packed full of practical ideas and suggestions 
for leisure-time pursuits, valuable gardening 
tips, recommended tools, ingenious home- 
made devices. A fresh, informative book, 


profusely illustrated. 


Ten other books in EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
DISABLED series — write for details. 


Send for LEISURE and GARDENING now — 
price £2.40 p + p included, to: Equipment for 
the Disabled (Dept SN), 2 Foredown Drive, 


Portslade, Brighton BN4 2BB. 
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TUC backs | Launching day for 
Lanlivery’s sailors 


campaign 


ALAN Sapper, General 
Secretary of the ACTT, 
signs the petition. ~ 


Cont. from Page 1 
for additional investment 
in manpower, apparatus 
and health education to 
substantially improve the 
standards of maternity and 
child health’ care 

The TUC’s action _fol- 
lows on an. approach to 
them by Mr Lewis Carter- 
Jones, MP, who - helped 
to launch the petition, and 
Mr Jack Ashley, MP. 

Says Mr James Loring, 
The Spastics Society’s 
Director: ‘We are tremen- 
dously grateful for the sup- 
port given to our cam- 
paign by Mr Murray and 
other members of _ the 
General Council. The 
tragic fact is that every day 
in this country babies are 
being born dead or handi- 
capped, yet much of this 
tragedy could be avoided. 

‘This must be ‘of con- 
cern to every thinking man 
and woman in the country. 
Everyone — suffers, | since 
handicap cuts across all 
barriers of class and race. 
However, as always it is 
those with the lowest in- 
comes, poorest housing 
and poorest education who 
suffer most. And this is 
something no _ civilised 
country should tolerate. 

‘That is why we hope 
that trade unionists of all 
political persuasions will 
sign the petition which was 
launched by a group of our 
supporters. It is aimed to 
present millions of signa- 
tures to Government next 
year to demonstrate that 
the people of this country 
are fully behind our efforts 
to reduce the tragedy of 
needless infant death and 
needless handicap.’ 


De 


THE Society’s Churchtown 
Farm Field Studies Centre 
at Lanlivery, Cornwall, has 
been presented with a new 
Drascombe Longboat. This 
sailing vessel was pur- 
chased with donations 
received from sailing clubs 
throughout the country and 
in particular through the 
generosity of the RYA 
Seamanship Foundation. 
Lord Falmouth, the 
Lord Lieutenant of Corn- 
wall, made the presentation 
on behalf of the donors 
and officially named the 


boat Seaman 16. Sailing 
popular 


has become. a 


FROM 


The adaptive pushchair 
| that provides :— 
* Proper positioning 


%* Comfort for the child. * Support 
Designed to function as both 
pushchair and car seat for 

the disabled child. PLUS full 


range of accessories. 


Send to: Ortho- Kinetics 
Care Chair Division, 


22A Reading Road, Henley on Thames, Oxon. 
eee ee ee ee ee 


Please send me details of the 6300 Travel Chair. 


& 


Name 
W@ Address 


ORTHO-KINETICS 
The Series 6300 | 


Travel 


Chair 


a> = 
(a ORTEG KINETICS 


leisure activity at the 
centre and the Seaman 16 
will enable many more 
handicapped children and 
adults to enjoy the thrills of 
the ocean wave. 

Picture shows (left to 
right) Philip Varcoe, presi- 
dent of the Friends of 
Lanlivery, the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Restowel, 
Lord Falmouth and Dr 
Michael Cotton, warden of 
Churchtown Farm, after 
the presentation at the Old 
Town Quay, near Cafia 
Mill, Fowey. The boat is 
manned by tutors and dis- 
abled students attending a 
course at the centre. 
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FREEDOM 
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Society’s 

message 
at Labour 
Conference 


A public fringe meeting in 
support of The Spastics 
Society’s ‘Saye a _ Baby’ 
campaign will take place 
in Blackpool during the 
Labour Party Conference 
this week. 

The meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, October 3, 
and the speakers will be 
Mr Alf Morris, Minister 
for the Disabled, Mrs Bar- 
bara Castle, MP, Mr Lewis 
Carter-Jones, MP. and Mr 


‘James Loring, Director of 
The Spastics Society. 

The Society’s campaign aims 
at reducing the needlessly high 
rates of perinatal death and 
handicap amongst Britain’s 
babies, and - promoting 
healthier childbirth 

Says Mr James Loring: “The 
Spastics Society has invested a 
considerable effort in trying te 
alert. the public about pre- 
ventable infant death and 
handicap. _But a better deal 
for Britain’s pregnant women 
and newborn children will only 
be achieved when Government 
takes firm action to improve 
the maternity services. Until 
that happens, the current lot- 
tery of death and maiming 
will continue with women in 
some parts of the country get- 
ting a particularly raw deal. 
That is why we are trying to 
get our message across to 
politicians of all politcal per- 
suasions. This is a non-party 


matter and we are hoping for 
all-party support.’ 
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After £500,000 school 


By LIZ COOK 


THE arsonist who set 
fire to the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School 
in Tonbridge may have 
done £500,000 worth 
of damage but he 
could not quench the 
school spirit. 
_ Despite appalling 
devastation and mass- 
ive difficulties, Thomas 
Delarue carries on. - 
Over a month after 
the fire the smell of 
burning still hangs in 
the air, and soot 
crunches under foot. 


Nevertheless, teachers 
dre teaching, students 
are learning, and the 
catering staff is coping. 
The secret of their 
success is massive co- 
operation from every- 
one involved. 
Headmaster Mr Patrick 
Mayhew’s praise was un- 
Stinting: “Everyone has 
been marvellous, the build- 
ers moved in within a few 
days and got on with the 
work immediately. They 
knocked holes in walls 
here. boarded up walls 
there. floored over the 
swimming pool and _fin- 
ished 
half 


with a day and a 
spare 


to for the 


®LINDA Robertson 
with pictures of the 
blaze at her school. 
The photographs are 
pinned to a false wall 
— behind it is the 
reality of the scenes 
pictured. ; 


——-— 
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school to open when the 
new term began.” 


, The fire started just be- 
fore 3 am on August 17 
and before it was put out 
it had totally consumed 
the teachers’ kitchen and 
dining room, their work 
room, the book store, the 
students’ dining room and 


virtually destroyed the 
School’s main assembly 
hall. 

In the hall the sports black- 
board still bears the scores 
chalked on from last term’s 


games. a picture nearby hangs 
only slightly askew but light 
floods in where the stage used 
to be. and the floor rears up at 
a crazy angle. The width of a 
passage separates the burned- 
out area from the students’ kit- 
chen, and had the flames leapt 
across those few feet then the 
school could never have hoped 


to open. 
‘Space saving 


In addition to the rooms the 
fire actually reached, others 
have been declared unsafe, so 
every available bit of space 
has been taken over and put 
to a new use. 


Possibly most hard hit have 
been the catering staff as 
instead of handling laden 
plates through the hatch be- 
tween kitchen and = dining 
room, they must now load 
everything on heated trolleys 
and» perambulate through 
covered ways hastily contrived, 
along the side of the swim- 


ming pool, through the chang- 
ing room where a hole was 


Nt 


knocked in the wall, down the 
passages and finally ending up 


cat their destination the 
therapy pool. This has been 
floored over (leaving a tiny 
area for dip-sticking purposes 
to eusure no sudden rise’ in 
water levels) and here the 
students dine. 

The phystotherapy depart- 
ment has been moved lock. 
stock and barrel and must 
needs make do in a third of its 
accustomed area. Ihe teachers 
must dine, relax and work in a 
number of make-shift bases 
although a Portakabin © is 
almost ready to accommodate 
them. It arrived one morning 
and by noon it had been com- 
pletely fixed up with power. 
“We have even moved a few 
chairs in those We were 
able to salvage, Mr Mayhew 
explained, ‘The staff are sur- 
viving well.’ 

When the brave decision was 
made that the school mist re- 
open on time, Mr May- 
hew wrote to every one of the 
97 pupils’ parents — 28 were 
starting at Thomas Delarue for 
the first time — saying that it 
would be business as usual 
when the term began in Sep- 
tember. 

The assembly hall and din- 
ing room have been boarded 
up and the builders are 
gradually getting the exterior 


damage under tarpaulin wraps. 


but it is an immensely long 
task. ‘It is going to be cheaper 
to build afresh rather than try 
to restore this — it is a dread- 
ful waste,’ said Mr Mayhew, 
The police are still no fur- 
ther forward in their inquiries 
into the blaze. : 


® THE aroma of fish and chips in the swimming 


enjoy their lunch. 


pool as the food convoy makes its way to the 


® ELECTRICAL  engi- 
neer Mr Brian Burrows 
with Headmaster Mr 
Patrick Mayhew survey 
what was once the 
students’ dining room 
at the Society’s Thomas 
Delarue School at Ton- 
bridge, Kent. 


they need. 


® A WORKMAN continues the job of patching 
up, while inside the converted therapy pool pupils 


temporary dining room, Firemen used the pool water to put out the blaze and it took a long time 
to clean. The goldfish pond was used as an auxiliary water reserve, but the goldfish survived! 


® DOROTHY Morrison and Ann Tomalin continue 
to help the pupils with physiotherapy, despite 
having to operate in quarters a third of the size 


blaze .. . the ‘Dunkirk spirit’ 


‘PROBLEMS — BUT WE’RE COPING’ 


a 


Look out for 
the train... 


THE  Spastics —Society’s 
‘Save a Baby’ campaign 
train begins a star-studded 
nationwide tour. of 14 
major towns and cities on 
October 6. 

The train is being visited on 
the first day by HRH The 
Duchess of Kent. the Society's 


Patron. Its main aim is to 
draw the attention of thé 
public to the campaign, its 


theme is the much brighter 
future which can be assured 
for the babies -of tomorrow 
through sensible action taken 
today. ‘The exhibitions are 
designed to appeal to both 
medical specialists and thé 
general public. and displays 
will be changed to concentrate 
on each region visited. Admis- 
sion will be free. 

The ‘Save a Baby’ train’s 
itinerary will be as follows:— 

Friday, October 6, Ports- 
mouth and Southsea (Platform 
3), 10 am-2 pm. Friday, Octo- 
ber 6, Brighton (Platform 9), 
5-9 pm. Saturday, October 7. 
Salisbury (Platform 5), 10 am- 
2.30 pm. Saturday, October 7, 
Exeter Central (Platform 1), 
6.30-9.30 pm. Sunday, Octo- 
ber 8, Bristol Temple Meads 
(Platform 2), 10 am-9.30 pm. 
Monday, October 9, Birming- 
ham Moor Street (ear park 
siding), 10 am.9.30 pm  Tues- 
day. October 10, Manchester 
Piccadilly (Platform 12), 10 
am-2.30 pm. Tuesday, Octo- 
ber 10, Liverpool Lime Street 
(Platform 1), 6.30-9.30 pm. 


Wednesday, October 11, New- 


castle upon Tyne (Platform 3), 
10 am-2.30 pm. Wednesday. 


’ October 11, Leeds. (Platform 


10), 6.30-9.30 pm. Thursday, — 
October 12, Sheffield (Platform 
8), 10 am-1.30 pm. Thursday. 
October 12, Oxford (Platform 
1), 7-9.30 pm. Friday, Octo- 
ber 13, Cardiff’ Queen Street — 
(Platform 3), 10 am-1.15 pnt. 
Saturday, October 14 to Wed- 
nesday, October 18, London, 
Marylebone (Platform 4), 10 
am-9.30 pm, 


